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The Power County All Hazard Mitigation Plan was developed in late fall & 200ugh2009

It contains information relative to the hazards and vulnerabilities facing Power County.
Participants in the Plan include Power Couaty] he City of AmericanFalls TheCity of
Rocklanddid not choose to participate, but will be requested to endorse the Plan and participate
in itsodé i mplementation.

Power County Multi.]urisdictionJ

The Plan also covers those areas in Power County that are located on the Fort Hall Indian
Resevation and held in fee simple by Power County residents. The Shoshone Bannock Tribe
has completed their own All Hazard Mitigation Plan covering their lands.

This Plan is designed to interface with the State of Idaho Mialtiard Mitigation Plan published
in November 2007.
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POWER COUNTY IDAHO
MULTI -JURISDICTIONAL

ALL HAZARD MITIGATIO N PLAN

PROMULGATION OF ADOP TION

Be it known that the Power County Idaho Board of County Commissioners do hereby approve
the Adoption of the Power County Idaho Miltirisdictional All Hazard Mitigation Plan and
direct its implementation through the Power County All Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee.

Be it also known that the Board of County Commissioners herebgtsliithe Coordinataf
Emergency Services) continue to lead the implementation of this Plan as the Power County All
Hazard Mitigation Committee Chair.

This Plan has been developed in the interest of providing all hazard mitigation protection to
populdions living in Power County and the incorporated Cities within its boundary. Through
adoption of this Plan, all county and city agencies are requested to develop directives, Standard
Operating Procedures, checklists or other supplemental guidancertitagnaximum

effectiveness.

Power County Commissioner Date
Power County Commissioner Date
Power County Commissioner Date
Attest:

Power County Clerk Date
Endorsed:

Di Jones, Coordinator &mergencyservices Date
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Notice of Acceptance and Participation
In the
Power County Multi-Jurisdiction
All Hazard Mitigation Plan

l, , Mayor for the Gliyerfican Falls

agree to support and participate in itt@lementation of the Pasv County MultiJurisdiction
All Hazard Mitigation Plan as it applies to the City of American Falls.
DATED this day of , 2010

CITY OF AMERICAN FALLS

By:
Mayor
Received by the City Clirthis day of 2010
Signature:
Clerk
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Notice of Acceptance and Participation
In the
Power County Multi-Jurisdiction
All Hazard Mitigation Plan

l, , Mayor for the City Rbcklandagree to

support and participate in timplementation of the Power County Mubtirisdiction All Hazard
Mitigation Plan ast applies to the City of Rockland
DATED this day of , 2010

CITY OF ROCKLAND

By:
Mayor
Received by the City Clerthis day of 2010
Signature:
Clerk
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Section 1 Planning Process

Introduction

Power Countyldaho and the incorporated Cities that lie within the County boundaries are
vulnerable to natural, technological, and rmaade hazards that have the possibility of causing
serious threats to the healitelfare, and security of its residents. The cost of response to and
recovery from the potential disasters, in terms of potential loss of life or property, can be
lessened when attention is turned to mitigating their impacts and effects before they oecur o
occur.

Power County Multi.]urisdictionJ

This All Hazard Mitigation Plan seeks to idfn
understand their impact to vulnerable populations and infrastructure. With that understanding
the Plan sets forth solutions that if implemented, have ttenpal to significantly reduce threat

to life and property. The Plan is based on the premise that hazard mitigation works! With
increased attention to managing natural hazards, communities can reduce the threats to citizens
and through proper land usedaemergency planning to avoid creating new problems in the

future. Many solutions can be implemented at minimal cost and social impact.

This is not an emergency response or management plan. Certainly, the Plan can be used to
identify weaknesses and refes emergency response planning. Enhanced emergency response
planning is an important mitigation strategy. However, the focus of this Plan is to support better
decision making directed toward avoidance of future risk, and the implementation of adivities
projects that will eliminate or reduce the risk for those that may already have exposure to a
natural hazard threat.

Plan Organization

e Section 1 of the Plan provides a general overview of the process, the scope, purpose, andj
overall goals of the plan.

e Section 2 of the Plan gives a general bajck
demographic, economic, cultural, and physiographic characteristics.

e Section 3 documents the public involvement component of the Plan.

e Section 4 the Risk Assessmeatson, provides a brief definition for each natural hazard.
All hazards identified as affecting the County will be analyzed at the County and
incorporated City level and then summarized.

e Section 5 provides a review of the County Land Use Ordinamte€amprehensive
Plan and provides suggestions for integration between the AHMP and the Land Use
Planning efforts in the County.

e Section 6 presents selected Mitigation Alternatives with supporting project descriptions
and a firoadmapo to i mplementation.

13
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Plan Use
The Plan should be used to help County officials plan, design, and implement programs and
projects that wildl hel p reduce the Comadet yos

hazards. The plan should also be used to facilitatejurisdiction coordination and
collaboration related to all hazard mitigation planning and implementation. Lastly, the plan
should be used to develop or provide guidance for local emergency response planning. If
adopted, this Plan will achieve complianeigh the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000.

Hazard Mitigation

Hazard mitigation is defined as any ceffiective action(s) that has the effect of reducing,

limiting, or preventing vulnerability of people, culture, property, and the environment to
potentiallydamaging, harmful, or costly hazards. Hazard mitigation measures which can be used
to eliminate or minimize the risk to life, culture and property, fall into three categories:

1) Keep the hazard away from people, property, and structures.
2) Keep people, propty, or structures away from the hazard.
3) Reduce the impact of the hazard on victims, i.e., insurance.

Hazard mitigation measures must be practical, cost effective, and culturally, environmentally,
and politically acceptable. Actions taken to limit thenashbility of society to hazards must not
in themselves be more costly than the anticipated damages.

The primary focus of hazard mitigation planning must be at the point at which capital investment
and land use decisions are made, based on vulneral@iiitpital investments, whether for

homes, roads, public utilities, pipelines, power plants, or public works, determine to a large
extent the nature and degree of hazard vulnerability of a community. Once a capital facility is
in place, very few opparhities will present themselves over the useful life of the facility to

correct any errors in location or construction with respect to the hazard vulnerability. It is for
this reason that zoning and other ordinances, which manage development in higgbilitine

areas, and building codes, which insure that new buildings are built to withstand the damaging
forces of the hazards, is often the most useful tool in mitigation that a jurisdiction can implement.

Since the priority to implement mitigation acties is usually very low in comparison to the
perceived threat, some important mitigation measures take time to implement. Mitigation
success can be achieved, however, if accurate information is portrayed through complete hazard
identification and impacitudies, followed by effective mitigation management.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has identified the following hazards be analyzed
by each jurisdiction, completing an all hazard mitigation plan as part of the process. These
hazards inclue avalanche, damailure, debris flow, drought arearthquakeflash flooding,

severe summer weather, landslides, tornado, structural and wildland fires, and winter storms.
For completeness West Nile Virus, SRS, and Bird Flu, epidemics, and hazard|misbgraats,

as well as potential impacts from nuclear facilities, riot/demonstrations/civil disobedience, and
terrorism were also examined.

14
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Purpose

The purposes of this plan are:
e Fulfill Federal and local mitigation planning responsibilities;

e Promote preand post disaster mitigation measures with short/long range strategies that
minimize suffering, loss of life, impact on traditional culture, and damage to property and
the environment resulting from hazardous, or potentially hazardous, conditions to which
citizens and institutions within the County are exposed;

e Eliminate or minimize conditions which would have an undesirable impact on our
people, our culture, our economy, environment, and the well being of the County at large.

¢ Aid in enhancing electedfficials, departments, and the public awareness to the threat
t hat hazards have on the communityds way
reduce the vulnerability and risk.

Scope

This Plan covers the areas it PowerCounty, Idaho includng incaporated Cityof American
Falls The City ofRocklanddid not choose to participate

The Plan also covers those areas in Power County that are located on the Fort Hall Indian
Reservation. The Shoshone Bannock Tribe has completed their own All Hazigatibhi Plan
covering their lands. The Trilmose not to padipate in the planning process, but did provide
a copy of their Plan for review and reference.

Mission Statement

The Power County All Hazandlitigation Plan sets forth public policy designedprotect
citizens, critical facilities, infrastructure, private and public property, the local economy, and the
environment from risks associated with natural and manmade hazards.

Goals

AHMP Goals describe thadad direction that Pow&ounty agen@s, organizations, and
citizens will take to select mitigating projects which are designed specifically to address risks
posed by natural and manmade hazards. The goals are stefgpiag between the mission
Statement and the specific objectives develdpethe individual mitigation projects.

Power County Goals

Severe Weather
e PowerCounty will develop methods to mitigate the losses due to severe weather in the
County.
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Flooding

e PowerCounty will continue to participate in the National Flood Insurancgrm and
develop actions that will reduce the damage to County infrastructure due to flash and
stream flooding.

Geological

e PowerCounty will reduce potential damage to County infrastructure and structures
through implementation of earthquake mitigatiocht@ques.

e PowerCounty will reduce the potential damage to property from Landslides by adopting
codes and standards for construction in landslide prone areas.

Wildfire

e PowerCounty will reduce the losses caused by wildfire by continuing the Wildland
Urbaninterface Mitigation Program.

Biological

e PowerCounty will seek to reduce the exposure of humans and animals to the West Nile
Virus.

Structural Fire

e PowerCounty will seek to reduce losses from Structure fires through working with
private property owners.

Nuclear Event

e PowerCounty will examine the risks posed to the County from Nuclear Facilities at the
Idaho National Laboratory.

Hazardous Material Event

e PowerCounty will seek to identify hazardous material flow through the County.
Riot/Demonstration/Civil Disorder

e PowerCounty will develop methods to identify and report Civil Disobedience activities.

Terrorism

e PowerCounty will identify measureto protect critical County infrastructure and
facilities from potential terror incidents.
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Participating Jurisdictions Goals

City of American Falls Goals

Severe Weather
o The City of American Fallsvill develop methods to protect the life safety of its
citizens from harm due to severe weather events.

Flooding

o The City of American Fallsiill continue to participate in the National Flood
Insurance Program and develop actions that will reduce the damage to City
property and infrastructure due to flooding.

Structural Fire
o The City of American Fallsvill seek b reduce losses from Structure fires.

17
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Power County All Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee

The Power County All Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee was formedapnl14, 2009
Committee membership is comprised of representatives from the Power Cooaty

Emergency Planning Committee, Power County Department heads, representatives from the
Transportation Districts and the incorporated cities, representatives from the major utility
providers, interested media, and members of the public. Minutes afitimaittee meetings are
provided in Attachment 1.

The Committee Roster is provided below:

Committee Members

Agency Representative Position Email
Harms Hospital Jerry Coon Emergency jerryc@harmsmemorial.org
Manager
Power County EMS Todd Chandler EMT banrockpd.hotmail.com
Power County EMS Vicky Morse EMS Vic033@Lycos.com
Power County Comm. Ron Funk Comm. riffarms@dcdi.net
ConAgra Foods Lamb Mark Love Safety marklove@conagrafoods.cor
Weston Manager
Power Count | MarkChristensen Patrol MEC2464@aol.com
Office
SDHD Craig Madson RFHS cmadson@phd6.idaho.gov
Power County Ken Estep Commissione kestep@dcdi.net
SDHD Darin Letzring Planner dletzring@phd6.idaho.gov
Ray Henery EMS
Power County Di Jones Emergency djones@co.power.id.us
Services
Director
American Falls Police Dep] Larry Jones Ljones@co.power.id.us
Public Aneatra Walker awalker@co.power.id.us
SD Health District Darren Letzring Planner dletzring@phd6.idaho.gov
National Weather Service| Vernon Preston WCM vernon.preston@noah.gov
Idaho Bureau of Homelanc Ken Fagnant SE Area Field kfagnant@bhs.idaho.gov
Security Officer
SDHD Rod Horcjs Program rhorcjs@phd6.idaho.gov
Manager
SDHD Deni se O| HealthCare dofarrell@phd6.idaho.gov
Liaison
Idaho Bureau of Homeland Steve Hayward Training shayward@bhs.idaho.gov
Security Exercise
City of American Norman Wright City Council Norm.wright@id.usda.gov
Falls/lUSDA
American Falls Police Dep| Brandon Wilkinson Chief bwilkinson@co.power.id.us
American Falls Police Dep| Josh Campbell Sergeant jcampbell@power.id.us
Table 1.1

AHMP Committee Members
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Planning Process

One of the key, necessary steps of this Planning Pra@ssthe organization of a Pow@ounty
Hazard Mitigation Committee. The Committee was establishddruhe directin of the Power
County Coordinator of Emergency Services. Figure 1.1 illustrates the Fifteen Step Planning
Process that was usedthe development of the PowsHMP.

County All Hazard Mitigation Plan
1.| Identify Hazards Project Strategy

3.| Identify Valnerabilities

6. | Hazard Mapping
7.| RiskAmalysis |
8. | Quantify Risk
] 9. | Rank Severity
2 Public Involvement
A . . |
4.| Develop Goals and Objectives 10.| Laws and Ordinances Review
F Y .
1 Develop Mitigation Alternatives
= A 4
12 Develop Implementation Roadmap
- L J
5. Write Plan
13. | Plan Review | |
14. Plan Adoption |
F 3
15 Implemerni
y L h A }
2a. Conserd Process

Figure 1.1 15 Step Process

Step 1 Identify Hazards
PowerCounty hazards were identified and their frexgey of occurrence evaluated using a

number of resources including:

e Hazard planning documents developed byeStaederal and private agencies.
e National Weather Service weather data from the pastygérs.
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To determine frequency of occurrertbe historical analyss of hazardous eveswas conducted
One of the difficult tasks facing hazard mitigation professionals is the determination of the
potential frequency of a natural hazard occurrence. Comparing historical facts against
technically determinegrobability allows one to establish confidence, or not, in published
scientific predictions.The process whereby the frequency is determined and then expressed in
an expected reoccurrence interval, (§able 1.1below for an illustration) is based orsearch
conducted at the University of South Carolina.

Reoccurrence
Interval

County 23 17 73.9% 1.35

Location No. of Years No. of Events Frequency

Table 1.1 Return Intervals

The estimated occurrence of the hazard is a useful element in the hazards assessment so one c:
distinguish between infrequent hazards like hurricanes from frequent hazards such as flooding.
This calculation provides a useful indicator of the relative importance of each of the hazards that
affect the jurisdictions, individually or collectively. Thedrteency of occurrence is a straight

forward calculation from the historical data and the length of that record in years. The number of
hazard occurrences is divided by the number of years in the record. This yields the probability of
the eventoccurringiany gi ven year . For instance, if
times in the county over the past 23 years, the probability of occurrence for that hazard in a giver
year would be 17 / 23 = .739, or 73.9%. The reverse of this equation resuié®atarrence

interval in years. For example the reoccurrence interval of this hazard is calculated as 23/ 17 =
1. 35. Hazard AAO0O can be expected to occur e
correlated with magnitude to define the risk of a gihazard.

Step 2 Public Involvement

A community survey was mailed i@0residents oPowerCounty. A copy of the Survey and

its results is located in Attachment 2 and discussed in some detail in Section 3. Additionally, the
members of the committee veerequested to provide, through a short worksheet instrument,

their opinions as private citizens regarding the risk posed to the County. This was done at the
first AHMP Committee meeting.

Step 3ldentify Vulnerabilities

The Committee examined the potehé&#ects on the County of the listed raw hazards by
identifying vulnerable populations, infrastructure, critical services, facilities, and the
environment. Vulnerabilities were geographically identified using Geographical Information
System (GIS) technogy and then linked to a GIS database describing the vulnerable target
including potential damage and estimates of losses.

Step 4 Develop Goals and Objectives

As required by FEMA, the planning effort was centered on community supported hazard
reductiongoals to be implemented and evaluated based on measurable objectives. Mitigation
projects are to be assessed against the established goals and objectives to ensure that the selec
projects reduce risk as desired.

20
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Step 5 Write Plan

The Plan outline negs and in some instances exceeds the requirements set forth by FEMA in the
FEMA PDM Criteria Crosswalk. Plan drafts were presented in hard and electronic copy as
requested by the Committee. The finished Plan includes information on Plan adoptiomgncludi

a promulgation page for the County and an agreement to participate page for each incorporated
City.

Step 6 Hazard Mapping

As described in Steps 1 and 4, hazard maps are extremely important in illustrating hazard and
vulnerability locations. Informtion used to conduct the risk assessment and to make loss

estimates was linked electronically to the maps using GIS technology. The electronic versions off
these maps were provided to the Committee and other reviewing agencies.

Step 7 Risk Analysis

A risk analysis was conducted using the information gathered in stepad 6. For each

hazard, two kinds of information are required in order to assess risk; information concerning the
potential amount of damage a hazard event can cause (hazard magaitddbat pertaining to

how frequently such events are likely to occur (hazard frequency).

To the extent that such data can be obtainel
product of the hazar dds magprecide gudrditatimenddtaaf t s f
both kinds is most often difficult or impossible to obtain.

Frequencyof occurrence for a given hazard —

may be estimated using higtorical records. | Ranking Descript;on

The value of frequency estimates obtained ifjGH Multiple Times a Year to 5 Years
this way is subject to the existence of such | MEDIUM 5 to 25 Years

records, their availability, and their accuracy| LOW 25 Years to Hasn
Even with good historical oerds, however, Table 12 Frequency Level Criteria
projections of future frequency may not be valid because of changing conditions.abdng
shortterm climate cycles (among other factors) affect weather events, economic conditions and
technical advances affect marade hazards, land uaed the passage of time affect geological
hazards, etc. For this reason, scientific projections, when available, are also used to modify,
enhance or replace those made from historical data. For any given location, however, historical
records are often acce and/or unreliable, and scientific projection methods either do not exist or
require data that has not been, or cannot be gathered. Thus, a third source of frequency data is

utilized in this Plan; the sub.jWhietsenv e judgmlten

guantitative at best, and subject to biases, data of this sort may well be as reliable as any other.
reflects, in any event, the perceived needs of those for whom the planning is being done.
Frequency projection data from all three sesrwas used, as appropriate in this plan. Because
all are subject to considerable uncertainty, the composite data was examined and assigned a
relative level based on the criteria showable 1.2 Frequency.evel Criteria.

Repetitive Lossdesignatios are used to eliminate or reduce the damage to property and the
disruption of life caused by repeated damage, such as flooding, of the same properties. The
criteria to determine repetitive loss includes the following:

e Four or more losses of more than $1,8@@h in a 5 year period; or
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e Two losses within a §ear period that, in the aggregate, equal or exceed the current
value of the insured property; or

e Three or more paid losses that, in the aggregate, equal or exceed the current value of the
insured property

Hazard magnitude estimates, too, must rely on data gathered from a number of sources, none of
which may be precise. Hi stori cal data, sci
judgments are, again, used for this purpose. Magnitude estimatgsrarally based on the

severity of potential impact on three critical vulnerabilities: human life, property, and the
environment. FEMA has, however, recognized that there are other issues tied to community
support of risk mitigation including social, ltwral, and economical issues. Composite data from

all sources, including the vulnerabilities identified in Section 4.7, for the County and for each
local jurisdiction has been utilized to assign a quantitative magnitude for each hazard, based on
the criteia shown in Table 1.3s follows:

Magnitude of Hazard

. Geography : Loss Population Warning
Value Al\:{s e;;gfg:g:g’:} (Area) Expeﬁt::jnl?odlly Estimate Sheltering Lead
Affected Range Required Times
. Little to No Injury / .
1 Family Parcel No Death $1000s No Sheltering| Months
Multiple Injuries
Block or R )
. with Little to No Little
2 City Group of Medical Care / No $10,000s Sheltering Weeks
Parcels
Death
Section or | Major Medical Care ?{Zellfrrilr?g
2 County Numerous | Required / Minimal | $100,000s €q 9 Days
Neighboring
Parcels Death .
Counties Hip
Major Injuries / Long Term
4 State Multl_ple Requ_|res Help from $1,000,000s| Sheltering Hours
Sections Outside County / A Effort
Few Deaths
County Massive Casualties Relocation .
8 Federal Wide Catastrophic 510,000000s Required Minutes
Table 13
Hazard Magnitude Criteria
A hazarddés tot al magnitude is the sum of th

event that is expected to require Reconstruction Assistance from the State govéviahen=

4), affect an area consisting of Multiple Sections (Value = 4), cause Little to No Injury and No
Deaths (Value = 1), Require Little Sheltering (Shelter = 2) or cause Some Economic Loss (Value
= 2), and have a Warning Lead Time of Hours (Valyg,=would be assigned a magnitude value

of 17 (4+4+1+2+2+4=17).
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Ri sk assessment methods included the use of
assessment activities also included the mapping of hazard occurrentgsstatictures
including citical facilities, and repetitive flood loss structures, land use, and populations.

Step 8 Quantify Risk

Once a hazardodés magnitude and its frakrguency
severity associated with that hazard emergesalse the values are necessarily imprecise and
subjective, the risk is visualized by plotting them as shown in Figure 1.2. Here, the frequency is
plotted on the vertical axis (Low at the top to High at the bottom), and magnitude is on the
horizontal axiLow = 6to 12, Medium = 13 to 20, and High = 21 to)48lazards with the most
severe associated risk, therefore, appear toward the lower right while lowest severity risk hazards
appear near the upper left.

(Low) (Medium) (High)
1 2 3
(Low) 1
>
(&)
c
Q
g (Medium) 2
o
L
(High) 3

Figure 1.2
Risk RankingPlot
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Step 9 Rank Severity

To assist in prioritizing mitigation activities, the severities of all hazards considered in the Plan
are ranked relative to one another using the above plottivegree  Prioritization is also based

on goals and objectives developed and approved daiverCounty Board of County
Commissioners.

Step 10 Laws and Ordinances Review

The PowelCountyComprehensive Plan and land use ordinances were reviewed doeuilnst

of ranked hazards to determine if there were any restrictions or enabling powers that affect
possible hazard mitigation alternatives. A report of this action is provided in Section 5, Land
Use Planning.

Step 11 Develop Mitigation Alternatives

Potential projects to address identified risk were developed and listed in Section 6. The project
descriptions and associated roadmap address approximate costs, possible returns on investments,
environmental, and socieconomic benefits. Engineering cestimates based on the
conceptual design will be included if provided by the County.

Step 12 Develop Implementation Roadmap

Road mapping is essentially the development of a high level project schedule. The Mitigation
Roadmap in Section 6 of the Plarovides the necessary steps to be taken and the order in which
they should occur to insure project implementation. The Implementation Roadmap addresses th¢
four highest priority mitigation projects identified during the planning effort and includes
possble funding options. Other possible mitigation projects were identified in list form linking
them to the Plan Goals and Objectives, desired outcome, and assigned agency or department.

Step 13 Plan Review

Plan review occurred at two distinctly diffetdimes. The initial plan review was conducted by

the Coordinator during development. Once the Plan was completed, it was submitted along with
the completed FEMA PDM Criteria Cross Walk [t
Hazard Mitigation Officer and t hen t o FEMA gRen@ffieemfor elev.s H{ z
The PowelCounty Board of County Commissioners also reviewed the Plan in a parallel time
frame.

Step 14 Plan Adoption

The Coordinator will make a formal public presentation taRtbeer County Board of County
Commissioners seeking their approval of the Plan. A letter of Promulgation is provided in the
Plan. In addition, each participating jurisdiction will be requested to adopt the Plan by resolution
with the respective mayors sigigi the appropriate muljurisdiction participation document.

Step 15 Implement

By using this processhe PowerCounty AHMP Committee has developed a fully

implementable All Hazard Mitigation Plan to be presented for approval to the County Board of
Commssioners and to the Mayors of the incorporated cities of the County. Upon approval of the
Plan, the implementation process can and should begin.
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Plan Maintenance

The PowelCounty AHMP maintenance process includes a schedule for annual monitoring and
evaluation of the programmatic outcomes established in the Plan and for producing a formal Plan
revision every five years.

Formal Review Process

The Plan will be evaluated on an annual basis to determine the effectiveness of programs and to
reflect changethat may affect mitigation priorities. The evaluation process includes an annual
schedule and timeline, and identifies the local agencies and organizations participating in Plan
evaluation. The Coordinator of Emergency Services or designee will be sgdpdar

contacting the Mitigation Committee members and organizing the annual review. Committee
members will be responsible for monitoring and evaluating the progress of the mitigation
strategies in the Plan.

The Committee will review the goals and aatitems to determine their relevance to changing
situations in the County, as well as changes in Federal policy, and to ensure they are addressing
current and expected conditions. The Committee will also review the risk assessment portion of
the Plan taletermine if this information should be updated in light of any new data. The
coordinating organizations responsible for the various action items will report on the status of
their projects, the success of various implementation processes, difficutitestared, success

of coordination efforts, and which strategies should be revised or removed.

Every five years the updated plan will be submitted to the State of Idaho Bureau of Homeland
Securityds Mitigation Progr am g@gencygfortrdview. Feder

Continued Public Involvement

PowerCounty Emergency Services is dedicated to involving the public directly in the review and

updates of the Plan. The Coordinator is responsible for the annual review and update of the Plar}.

The public wil also have the opportunity to provide input into Plan revisions and updates.
Copies of the Plan will be catalogued and kept at all of the appropriate County departments and
outside agencies. The existence and locatidhesfe copies will be publicized the local

newspaper following each annual review and update.

Public meetings will be held when deemed necessary by the Coordinator. These meetings will
provide the public with a forum where they can express concerns, opinions, or new alternatives
thatcan then be included in the Plan. The Board of County Commissioners will be responsible
for using County resources to publicize the annual public meetings and maintain public
involvement.
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Section 2 Power County Descrifpon

Introduction

Power County Multi.]urisdictionJ

Power County is located in southeastern Idaho. It ranKsaB#ong Idaho counties in population

and 2£'in area. About 37 square miles or 2.6%, of the County is water. The federal government
owns over 33% of the County. Agriculture, tbprocessing and mineral processing are

important sectors of the local econorifie 1997 Census of Agriculture rarfRewer County

10" in production of potatods Idaha Annual average total civilian employment grew 10.2%
from 1996 to 2006. Major emploggeinclude AMS Inc., Christiansen Implement, ConAgra,

Driscoll Potatoes, J.R. Simplot Company, Double L Manufacturing, County Line Farms, E&R
Transportation and the school districts.

American Falls Dam creates a reservoir affording a variety of recregiortunities.

Power County was named for the hydroelectric power generated by the American Falls Dam
Power Plant. American Falls was the fgsttlement in Power County and was a frequent
camping place along the Oregon TrMlassacre Rocks State Pduighlights Oregon Trall

History. American Falldecame a railroad station when the Oregon Short Line was built across
southern Idaho.

Location

Power County is located in Southeastern Idaho along the Snake River. Surrounding counties
include BannockBingham, Blaine, Cassia, and Oneidathough the county contains no major
metropolitan areas it is near the Pocatello metro area.

Topography& Geography

The varied topography of Power County, mountainous terrain, U shaped valleys, river drainages,
level dry crglands willcontribute to wildfire hazard3.he mountain ranges within the county

run generally nortfsouth. The vegetation types on these mountain ranges have historically been
the source of numerous lightning caused wildfire. The topographical inflte tice

mountainous terrain and steep river drainages will increase wildfire rates of spread and intensity.
Fire suppression in the mountainous areas or river drainages is difficult, long response times and
access to the wildfires yields increased hazafatddighters and allows wildfires to grow in

size.

Transportation corridofgoads, interstate highways, and railroads yield human caused wildfires
that are often in the more rugged terrain of Power County. Human caused wildfires within Power
County havéhistorically occurred during times of High to Extreme fire danger, with the
combination of high fire danger and rugged terraswell adong travel distance and limited

road access, the topographic influence on these fires will be the catalyst éoaladgnore

hazardous wildfires.
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Figure 2.1
Shaded Relief
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