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Interoperable Emergency Communications Plan 

 

Caribou County, Idaho 
 
 
Introduction  
  
Lead Contact Information 

a) Designation of Lead Agency for Plan. 

 
Mr. Dennis Godfrey 
Caribou County Coordinator 
Emergency Services 
P. O. 775 
Soda Springs, Idaho 83276 
(208) 547-2583 
  

b) Contact Information for Designated Primary Contact. 

For dispatch information contact:  

 
Sheriff Ray Van Vleet 
Caribou County 
159 E 2nd S #2 
Soda Springs, Idaho 83276 
(208)547-2561 
 
For the radio information contact: 

 
Mr. Dennis Godfrey 
Caribou County Coordinator 
Emergency Services 
P. O. 775 
Soda Springs, Idaho 83276 
(208) 547-2583 
 

Managers of Radio Systems within  County 

a) List entities and users to be covered by the plan. 

 Caribou County Sheriffôs Office 
 Caribou County Search and Rescue 
 Caribou County Emergency Services 
 Caribou County Road and Bridge 
 Caribou County Fire Department 
 Caribou County Emergency Medical Services 
 Soda Springs Police Department 
 Soda Springs Fire Department 
 Caribou Memorial Hospital 
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b) Identify managers of public safety radio systems in county and contact person(s). 

  
Agency contact information: 
 

Agency Contact Email 

Sheriffôs Office Ray Van Vleet  

Emergency Services Dennis Godfrey dengodem@iscofidaho.com 
Road and Bridge Kim Spencer none 
County Fire Department Dennis Godfrey dengodem@iscofidaho.com 
County Emergency Medical 
Services 

Dennis Godfrey dengodem@iscofidaho.com 
 

Soda Springs Police Joe Rice  
Soda Springs Fire Norm Bjorkman  

Caribou Memorial Hospital John Hoopes  

 
Service Area 

a) Describe coverage area and the population served within area. 

 

Established February 11, 1919 with its County seat at Soda Springs, Caribou 

County was the last county in Idaho to be created.  Caribou County encompasses 

a diverse landscape of irrigated valleys, lava fields, foothills, and mountains 

within its 1,799 square miles. Caribou County is supported economically by two 

major industries: agriculture and mining. 

 

The total land area of Caribou County is approximately 1,130,304 acres. Private 

lands comprise about 50% of that acreage (567,127 acres). Roughly 10% of the 

county is included in State ownership (112,578 acres) and 39.6% (447,779 acres) 

is in Federal ownership. The northwest corner of the County is in the Ft. Hall 

Indian Reservation, Pubic lands, most of which are managed by the Caribou 

National Forest, are concentrated in the mountain ranges of the eastern portion of 

the county. 

The County's 

Public Lands 

are generally 

leased for 

grazing, 

while 

virtually all 

private lands 

are used for 

crop 

production or 

grazing. 

mailto:dengodem@iscofidaho.com
mailto:dengodem@iscofidaho.com
mailto:dengodem@iscofidaho.com
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b) Generally describe the type of topography/terrain of service area. 

  

i) Roads: 

Two major highways transect Caribou County, State Highway 34 and US 

Highway 30.  The Union Pacific Railroad also has a major line that 

transverses the County. 

 
ii)  Waterways: 

The Bear River flows through Caribou County and is used several times for 

hydroelectric generation.  The River is dammed at Alexander Reservoir and at 

Grace.  The Blackfoot Rivers begins in Caribou County and flows through 

Blackfoot Reservoir into Bingham County.  The Portneuf River begins at 

Chesterfield Reservoir and flows into Bannock County.  Grayôs Lake National 

Wildlife Refuge is located in the northern portion of the County. 

 
iii)  Mountains/hill s: 

The Portneuf Range, which crests at Bonneville Peak, forms the countyôs 

western border with Bannock County. East of the Portneuf Range lay the 

Portneuf and Gem Valleys. The Portneuf valley is drained by the Portneuf 

River, which flows south and west into Bannock County. Gem Valley and the 

areas south of Grace, toward the Franklin County line, are drained by the Bear 

River.  East of the Portneuf and Gem Valleys, Caribou Countyôs landscape 

becomes complex. A series of northwest-southeast trending mountain ranges 

alternates with valleys drained by the Blackfoot river, which flows north into 

Bingham County, and other streams that flow east and north into the Star 

Valley of Wyoming. 

 

iv) Other: 

 

 


